CEYLON  TAMIL ASSOCIATION  OF SOUTH  AUSTRALIA  INC.

P O Box 238, Burnside, SA 5066

Reg. No. 8853

ABN 71 536 199 186

Hon Mr. Andrew Fraser

Minister for Local Government, Planning and Sport

30th August 2007

 AN APPEAL FROM THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN TAMIL COMMUNITY 
We the South Australian Tamils and the International Community draw your attention to the outrageous treatment of Dr. Brian Senewiratne by the Brisbane City Council (BCC) and express our profound concern on the long drawn out dispute that BCC has had with Dr. Brian Senewiratne and his wife. It truly distresses us to learn about the adverse turn of events on this matter which has caused Dr. Senewiratne and his wife great pain of mind and financial disadvantage. They are entitled to live in peace (especially given that they are respectively aged 75 and 73 years), while enjoying the fruits of the many years of dedicated service he has given to the community in which he lives.
There are two issues: 
        1.   BCC has instigated and actively pursued a criminal charge against Dr. & Mrs. Senewiratne for damaging supposedly protected vegetation while clearing Lantana (a noxious weed) on his property. The recently completed trial and the resultant guilty verdict is to be followed by sentencing on 20th September 2007. The conduct of this case has given rise to serious concerns about the impartiality of the trial magistrate.
2. BCC has also decided to compulsorily acquire 2.6 hectares of the Senewiratnes’  property and pay them a mere $430,000 for land that is worth millions of dollars. Offering $430, 000 for 27000 sq. meters in a prime residential area where a single building block of 500 sq. meters is currently valued at $250,000 is a total insult.
Compulsory Acquisition:

The reason for this compulsory acquisition is laughable. The acquisition notice issued by the BCC states that the land is being acquired for “Environmental Purposes”.

Let us point to the absurdity of this claim. The block on the eastern border of Dr. Senewiratne’s property is fully built up. So is the block to the north. On the southern side is a main road, Pine Mount Road, and beyond that is a fully developed area. This leaves the western aspect of the property. On this aspect is a supposed forest reserve (White Hill Reserve) owned by the BCC. In the middle of this so called forest reserve is a massive quarry mined by the BCC.

Attached is an aerial photograph that shows the property in question and the surrounding areas described above. BCC’s claim of “Environmental concerns” as the basis of compulsory acquisition is simply untenable and it may well be ultra vires, as we understand that there is no provision within the relevant statutes for effecting a Compulsory Purchase Order on grounds of ‘environmental concerns’. 
We submit that: 

1. BCC has no valid reason to compulsorily acquire Dr. Senewiratne’s property.

2. Every square metre in the area cannot have “Environmental concerns”. To suggest so would be just absurd. If BCC persists on its compulsory eviction, then BCC should give Dr. Senewiratne an equivalent extent of land in this area and compensate him adequately.  
The reasons why we take this up: 

1. It is an absolute injustice whether it is directed at Dr. Senewiratne or anyone else.

2. Where Dr. Senewiratne is concerned, he is a law-abiding citizen and a leader in the community. As a champion of the down trodden, Dr. Senewiratne has relentlessly worked for the welfare of the disadvantaged.  He has done immense social service to the local community, both as a physician and as a human rights activist over the past thirty years.  His credentials as a champion of human rights have gained him accolades, and these are well known internationally.  Although not a Tamil, he has for the past half century campaigned for peace and justice for the brutalized Tamil people in the war-torn Sri Lanka. This harassment of Dr. Senewiratne is seriously affecting his critical work to stop the rapidly escalating humanitarian crisis in Sri Lanka. We would like to see him perform his invaluable sociable work for the betterment of humanity.
We do not for a moment believe that he violated any environmental laws of the city or the state with malicious intent.  As a learned professional, a scientist and a doctor, he would be more interested in preserving the environment than otherwise, and does 
not warrant harsh penalties.
We appeal to you to ensure that BCC does not abuse its powers to deprive a much respected person in Brisbane of his property. This is not only a gross injustice but will tarnish the image of the beautiful City of Brisbane and bring international disrepute to this great country of Australia. 

Since this is a matter of public concern, we are drawing the attention of the media to this indefensible act by the BCC.

Thank you in anticipation for a speedy and favorable response to settle Brisbane's City Council's unjust and unwarranted harassment of Dr Brian Senewiratne and his wife, Kamalini Senewiratne in a fair and just manner.

Rev. S.N. Sugunananthan
Secretary 

Ceylon Tamil Association of SA Inc
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Copies  to:

Here are the addresses, please cut and paste:

Mayor. Cr.Campbell Newman<LORDMAYOR@brisbane.qld.gov.au>, Deputy Mayor. Cr  David Hinchcliffe<central.ward@ecn.net.au>, Hon Peter Beattie MP  Premier of Queensland< premiers@ministerial.qld.gov.au>, Hon Jeff Seeney, MP  Leader of the Opposition<leader@opposition.qld.gov.au>, Hon Dr Bruce Flegg, MP, Deputy Leader of the Queensland Opposition<moggill@parliament.qld.gov.au>,Deputy Premier Anna Bligh<deputypremier@ministerial.qld.gov.au>,Craig Wallace MP Minister of Nat Resources<NRM@ministerial.qld.gov.au>,Attorney General Shine<attorney@ministerial.qld.gov.au>, Chief magistrate  Irwin<courthouse.brisbane@justice.qld.gov.au>,Queensland Law society Ms Mohan and Carne<info@qls.com.au>,Queensland Bar Assoc  Fraser and O'Connor<president@qldbar.asa.com>,<chiefexec@qldbar.asa.com>,
Tracy Grimshaw – Channel 9.host:“A Current Affair”< aca@nine.com.au>, Ross Coulthart – Channel 9 Sunday program<rcoulthart@nine.com.au>, David McEvoy – Channel 7< DAVID_MCEVOY@btqpo.ccmail.compuserve.com>, Cathy Border - Channel 10<cborder@networkten.com.au>, Kerry O’Brien  Australian Broadcasting Corporation<o’brien@abc.net.au>, Steve Austin ABC Radio<austin.stephen@abc.net.au>, David Fagan, Editor Courier Mail<fagand@qnp.newsltd.com.au>, Liz Deegan, Editor Sunday Mail<deegane@qnp.newsltd.com.au>   


